
 

Newsletter – Friday 6th March 
Dear Families, 

It has been wonderful to welcome the children back for the second half of the academic year, 

along with the welcome sunshine and early signs of spring. We have had a fantastic start to the 

term, with Book Week being a particular highlight. 

There is lots in store for the weeks ahead, including exciting trips and workshops for all year 

groups, as well as our Easter celebrations. Although it is a short half term, it promises to be a 

very busy and enjoyable one. We are looking forward to making the most of the learning and 

fun with the children. 

With warm wishes, 

Mrs Chalk & Mrs Jones 



 

1 - The Continual Pursuit of Excellence 



Busbridge Book Week Celebrations 



 



What a week! Our Book Week celebrations were full of fantastic learning opportunities, 

inspiration, excitement, and fun. 

A particular highlight was the fabulous Zehra Hicks, who inspired us all to become budding 

authors with her engaging storytelling. Our Bedtime Story session was equally magical—so 

lovely to see children and staff in their PJs, enjoying a cosy story together. 

The Masked Reader was a real treat, the children loved guessing who Fox, Firefighter and The 

Gingerbread Man were, and unmasking the mystery readers brought lots of smiles, cheers and 

fun! Thank you to Mrs Wilson, Mrs Blackaby and Mrs Chalk for being such great sports. 

Everyone also enjoyed seeing the fabulous book-themed costumes on World Book Day 

yesterday.  

Year 2 had an exciting trip to Waterstones, and the children loved having story time on the 

playground each day, bringing books to life in the fresh air. Year 2, Reception and Bear Cubs 

loved their story time visit from Year 5 and 6 at Busbridge Junior School. 

The week finished on a high with our bouncing fundraiser, where children had a blast seeing 

how many bounces they could do to raise funds for the school. Thank you to our wonderful PTA 

and reps for organizing this event.  

Book Week was truly a celebration of imagination, reading, and creativity—thank you to 

everyone who took part! 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



Red Nose Day 

 

Please read below some exciting news from the School Council: 

As a school council, we have decided to support Red Nose Day on Friday 20th March 2026. 

The theme this year is 'Simple Acts of Silliness'. Democratically, we have decided to  'Dress like a 

Teacher Day' for a small donation to this charity. You could dress up as one of the teachers at 

Busbridge Infant school or you could come as another teacher, such as a teacher of dance, PE, 

Karate or gymnastics. 

Please donate to the 'Just Giving' page using the link below or bring in a cash donation on the 

day. 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/rnd26-busbridge-infant-school 

Thank you! 

From the School Council 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/rnd26-busbridge-infant-school


Numbots 

 

We’d like to remind parents that all children have logins for Numbots, which is a fantastic way to 

support their maths learning at home. Just 5–10 minutes a day can make a big difference to 

their confidence and fluency.  

We encourage you to explore both Story Mode and Challenge Mode with your child—Story 

Mode helps them progress through levels, while Challenge Mode is a great chance to rehearse 

the skills they’ll need to move up through the levels.  

Please try to let your child complete the tasks independently, as this helps build their long‑term 

understanding. If they need support they can listen to the instructions being read out using the 

blue speaker button or you can help to explain it to them using any of the strategies found 

within the blue information button.  We are continually monitoring this in school and will 

support their  learning at home in school. Thank you for your continued support with your 

child's education.  

Spring Term Parents Evenings 

These will take place for all year groups including Bear Cubs on Monday 23rd & Wednesday 

25th March. Appointments are ten minutes each and will run from 3.45pm until 6.45pm for 

Reception to Year 2 and 3.45pm until 5:45pm for Pre-school. On these days, Mrs Wilson will be 

available to book an additional ten minute appointment to discuss your child's progress during 

their ELT (Extended Learning Team) sessions for families of children who are receiving ELT 

provision in Years 1 and Year 2.  



Bookings can be made via MCAS (for Reception - Year 2) and via an emailed online Form (for 

Pre-school families only) from Monday 9th March at 7pm.  

These appointments are an opportunity to discuss how your child is progressing at school.  All 

appointments are for adults only and will take place in your child's classroom or the Meeting 

room for ELT appointments. As per our last Parents Evening, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 books 

will be available to view beforehand in the hall and we ask that you arrive early to view them 

before moving into the "waiting area" outside your child's classroom/meeting room a few 

minutes before your appointment and knock at your allocated time. For Reception - Year 2, 

please enter via the school office. For Pre-school, please wait outside the Pre-school gate and 

buzz at your allocated time. It really does help the teachers keep on time.  

A reminder that enrichment clubs are not running this week but that after school club care is 

still on. Please try to book after school club for this week early.  

Easter Events 

Easter Competition 

In true Busbridge style, we will be holding our annual Easter Competition. This is a fantastic 

opportunity to embrace the spirit of spring and enjoy some creative time working with your 

child at home. 

The categories this year are: 

• Easter bonnets or hats 

• Easter gardens 

• Easter writing (poems, stories — let the creativity flow!) 

Due to its popularity, we will also be bringing back the Adult Easter Garden category. 

There will be prizes awarded in all categories across each year group (including Bear Cubs). If 

you would like to enter, please clearly label your entry with your child's name/class and bring it 

to the sheltered area by the Hambledon gate (gardens along the floor, hats on tables and 

writing to the Nest- the areas will be clearly indicated) the morning of Wednesday 25th March. 

Entries will then need to be collected from there at the end of the day. 

There will also be an opportunity for the children to marvel at the wonderful creations — it 

really is a sight to behold! 

Spring Service 



On Wednesday 25th March, children in Years R, 1 and 2 will walk to the church for our Spring 

Service. The service will also feature performances from our choir and percussion group. 

If your child attends choir or percussion enrichment club, we would like to warmly invite you to 

join us at the church however due to capacity we can only accommodate one adult per child. 

The service will begin at 2.30pm and will last approximately 20 minutes. 

Please note that children in Brown Bear Class will need to wear school uniform for Woodland 

that day.  

School Lettings – Did You Know? 

Did you know that you may be able to hire areas of our school? Available spaces include our 

field, Creative Cave, hall and woodland area. These facilities are ideal for clubs, events and 

activities. If you are interested or would like further information, please contact the school 

office. 



News from Busbridge Pre-school 

 

Pre-School had a wonderful time celebrating Book Week and sharing their love of stories. The 

children brought in a favourite book from home and enjoyed telling their friends about the 

stories they love during circle time. 

Our focus story, Mr Wolf ’s Pancakes, inspired the children to explore traditional tales. They 

particularly enjoyed using puppets and props to retell familiar stories and create their own 

imaginative performances for their friends. 



A highlight of the week was a special visit from author and illustrator Zehra Hicks, who read her 

book 'Pug Hug' and talked to the children about how she creates her illustrations. The theme 

continued at snack time when the children helped make banana pancakes inspired by the story. 

They were very proud of their efforts and loved tasting their delicious creations. 

The Bear Cubs also joined the school in the Masked Reader and Bouncing for Books events, 

enthusiastically taking part in the Book Week celebrations. 

We will soon be visiting the church for our Easter celebration, where the children will be making 

Easter bonnets and enjoying a hot cross bun snack. If any family members are available to 

volunteer their time to support us, we would be very grateful. Volunteers would need to join us 

at school to help with the walk to and from the church and stay for the duration of the visit. 

Please contact the office if you have a valid DBS and you are able to help. 

Safeguarding 

Children's Services  

If you have a concern about a child or young person being abused or neglected, or an adult who 

is concerned about a young person's safety and wellbeing during the weekend or school 

holidays, please remember that you can contact Surrey Children's Services' Single Point of 

Access, also known as CSPA. Lines are open between 9am and 5pm from Monday to Friday. 

The telephone number for CSPA is 0300 470 9100 or for out of hours, the emergency number 

is 01483 517898. 

Attendance 

 



 



Attendance  

 

                                                                           Attendance is a safeguarding priority. 

Being in school every day helps children feel settled, confident and ready to learn. Regular 

attendance supports strong routines, friendships, and steady progress in learning.  

With half term and Easter holidays approaching, we are seeing an increase in absences and 

holiday requests. Time away from school can be unsettling for children and has a significant 

impact on learning.  

Please remember, as per our policy, that we do not authorise term-time holidays and that we 

do fine families accordingly.  

 



Events and dates for Spring Term and ahead 

 

 

March 

Monday 9th March - Skipping day workshops 

Monday 16th March - Y2 Great Fire of London Workshop (in school) 

Monday 23rd March  - Pre-school visit to the Church 

Monday 23rd & Wednesday 25th March - Parents Evenings (this is a 10 minute information 

session for adults, children not to attend please) 

Wednesday 25th - Easter Competition -hats, bonnets, gardens and poetry (new date) 

Wednesday 25th - Spring Service at the Church. 1 adult per child who attends choir/ percussion 

enrichment club to attend only.  (new date) 

Thursday 26th - YR & Pre-school  Mill Cottage Farm experience  

Thursday 26th - Y1 Milestones trip 

Friday 27th  - End of Spring Term 

 

April  

Monday 13th - Summer Term begins 



Monday 20th - Thursday 23rd - Stay and Read: families, please sign up to one session here 

Tuesday 21st - Phonics Check meeting for Year 1 families at 2.30pm 

 

 

Remember to check our website for dates further ahead and for Woodland days 

Dates for the Academic Year 2025 -2026 

 

SPRING 2026  

Start of Term: 5 January 2026                      Half Term: 16 to 20 February 2026                            End 

of Term: 27 March 2026  

 

SUMMER 2026  

Start of Term: 13 April 2026                         Half Term: 25 May to 29 May 2026                            End 

of Term: 17 July 2026  

  

** Remaining Inset Days for 2025-2026 are Monday 20th & Tuesday 21st July 2026 

*** In October 2026, in line with Surrey schools, we will be closed for a 2 week half term 

between the 19th and 30th October.  

https://forms.office.com/e/gdYVvDR1sX
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